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Fosburgh represents BENCO in Washington, D.C.
     Lexi Fosburgh, daughter of  Bob and Donna Fosburgh of North Mankato, was 
among the nearly 1,500 high school students from across the country, 38 of them 
from Minnesota, who participated in the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour held 
June 9 - 14, 2018 in Washington, D.C.
     Lexi attends school at Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School in New 
Ulm and is involved in extra-curricular activities in both school and her 
church, including volleyball, track and field, piano and also serves as a musical 
accompanist. 
     Youth tour participants have opportunities to learn firsthand what it is like 
to be involved in politics and community service, and what today’s pressing 
issues are in the energy industry. Highlights included meeting with their elected 

representatives 
in the U. S. 
House and 
Senate, learning about political and energy issues, 
increasing their knowledge of electric cooperatives 
and touring the Lincoln and Jefferson Memorials, the 
Smithsonian Museum, Arlington Cemetary and the 
National Cathedral. 
     The Electric Cooperative Youth Tour is a joint 
effort of local electric co-ops, such as BENCO Electric 
Cooperative, their statewide co-op associations 
(Minnesota Rural Electric Association) and the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association since 
1964; and over 40,000 high school students have 
participated.
     Lexi says, “I had a blast on this trip and made so 

many memories. This experience was absolutely phenomenal; I learned so much about our nation’s history and about 
cooperatives!” Thank you, Lexi, for representing BENCO Electric Cooperative!

BENCO Electric Cooperative Link



     In 2015, the BENCO Board approved 
updating BENCO’s approximately 20,000 
meters in our system. Last year at this 
time, I updated all our members on our 
metering system. We had just completed 
installation, the backbone of  our system. 
The collectors and the routers were in place 
throughout BENCO’s service territory 
and  approximately 3,000 meters had been 
installed. One year later, I am happy to report 
that we have approximately 1,500 meters left 

to install and we hope to complete the project this year.
     BENCO Electric Cooperative has finished pole testing for the 
year. Pole testing for the entire system is completed on approximately 
a 10 year rotation. Poles were being tested in Winnebago, Easton and 
Delavan and throughout Faribault and Martin Counties. This year 
5,658 poles were tested and 92 poles were rejected and replaced. The 
poles rejected accounted for 1.6 percent of  the poles tested this year. 
     BENCO will be continuing our system wide right-of-way spraying. 
Spraying helps to keep vegetation from growing under the power 
lines, which will help reduce outages for our members. 
     BENCO has been working with Carr’s Tree Service to keep trees 
and branches clear of  power lines. Falling trees and branches can 
quickly cause outages and it affects our system anytime of  year. Carr’s 
has been working mainly in and around Winnebago and in Nicollet 
County. 
     These maintenance programs are very important in keeping  
our sytem running smoothly and they all help BENCO bring our 
members reliable electric service. 
     Please feel free to stop in at the office or call me if  you have any 
questions or concerns. 
     
     Cooperatively yours,

Thursday, May 31, 2018
Scott Johnson Presided

The board reviewed and approved:
•  The minutes of  the April 26, 

2018 meeting
•  Capital Credits to estates totaling 

$3,837.08.
Chuck Peterson reviewed recent 

legal work for the Cooperative.
Tim gave the Safety Report and 

reported on upcoming safety trainings 
through MREA.

Brad reported on GRE.
Duane and Blake reported on CTV. 

The Annual Meeting for CTV will be 
in June. 

Harlan reported on the Cooperative 
Network.

John reported on MREA.

PCA Update

The Power Cost Adjustment (PCA) 

is due to changes in the monthly 

wholesale rate from our power 

supplier, Great River Energy (GRE).

Acutal PCA for June

$0.0288

Estimated PCA for July 

$0.0334

Estimated PCA for August

$0.0334
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     While the folks at CTV can’t control the weather, they 
can attest that it may cause issues with your TV’s UHF signal 
through co-channeling interference.
     A UHF signal, whether it’s the old analog signal or new 
digital signal, is subject to interference over the airwaves 
with heat and humidity causing more trouble than anything 
- especially this time of  year. On a clear day your TV may be 
picking up signals from not only the CTV towers, but also 
other TV towers in a different locations as UHG signals travel 
farther than normal. This co-channeling interference involves 
two channel frequencies in different locations invading one 
another’s territory. As a result, your antenna may be unable to pick up a clear signal on certain channels, so 
your TV ends up transmitting nothing for that channel. You then end up seeing the dreaded “No Signal” 
message.
     Clear, sunny days with higher dewpoints are prime conditions for this to happen, as are drastic temperature 
changes in the mornings and evenings. Basically, if  you get a channel some of  the time and then not at other 
times, it’s normally weather. Cable, radio, satellite, cell phones and other technology experience similar weather-
related issues.
     If  you are ALWAYS without reception on all or most of  your channels, then the culprit is usually a 
problem within your own antenna system. If  equipment fails and channels go out at the tower, normally they 
will be back up and running within a few hours or less.
     Because there isn’t any real fix to the co-channeling interference problem, it is suggested you try to avoid 
doing a channel re-scan while experiencing missing channels. When people re-scan during troubled times (high 
heat and humidity), they risk losing other channels too. Please feel free to call if  you seem to be experieicng 
other problems with your CTV signal. Be patient ... cloudy, colder weather will return soon, which usually 
causes reception to improve too.

Summer weather affects TV channels

Staying Connected: Update your contact information
     Has your home address changed? What about your phone number 
or email? If  so, please keep your contact information up-to-date with 
BENCO. 
     We may need to contact you to discuss your account, schedule an 
appointment or respond to a power outage.
     Another important reason to keep your contact information current is 
so that you can received your capital credit check. Capital credit checks are 
given out at our annual meeting each year and mailed out before the end of  
April. BENCO makes multiple attempts to deliver capital credits to former 
and current members who may have moved from their last known address.
     Please call BENCO at 507.387.7963 to update your contact 
information. If  you have not received your capital credit refund or know 
someone who hasn’t, contact us at the number mentioned above.



L

Donna L. Larson, Mankato
David M. Lincblom, Mankato
Birdell A. Loe, North Mankato
Jane Lutteke, Wells

M

Karen F. Madsen, Mankato
Judith Marquardt, Good Thunder
Ruth H. Marzinske, Mankato
Mary J. McCoy, Mankato
Jeraldene B. Mondloch, St. Peter

N

Benjamin D. Nelson, Truman
Diane J. Nelson, Mankato
Gary newman, Shorewood, IL
James Neyers, Mankato
Tim G. Norberg, Rapid City, SD
Charles M. Novak, Gaylord
Ruth Novy, St. Clair

The following is a list of  former 
BENCO Members whose capital credit 
checks were returned by the post office 
as undeliverable. Any information you 
can give us to help locate them would 
be greatly appreciated. Please contact 
Lori at 387-7963 or 1-888-792-3626.

K

Myron Kassen, New Ulm
Tim J. Keech, Mankato
Corine R. Koch, Rose Hill, IA
Richard J. Kosak, Dalton, MN
David N. Kozitza, Lake Panasoffkee, FL
Leann M. Krahmer, Fairmont
Daryl Kruger, Wells
Mike J. Kuntz, Velvea, ND
Kent D. Kvislen, Sioux Falls, SD
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Where, Oh Where?
Robert A. Nowak, Easton

O

Anne M. Oftedahl, Kasota

P

Jeffrey Palmer, Delavan
Herbert Patterson, Lake Crystal
Helen V. Pehrson, LeSueur
Jeffrey R. Pengilly, Mankato
Helen L. Peterson, North Mankato
Jonett J. Peterson-Marti, Mapleton
Sarah J. Pongratz, Kasota

Q

Billie J. Quast

R

Tony A. Rachuy, Amboy
Greg P. Rausch, St. Peter
Terry J. Rippentrop, Vernon Center

     As a trusted resource with 35 years of proven credibility, Farmfest connects industry leading manufacturers and 
providers with decision making producers. Farmfest strives to provide both the traditional programs that bring 
attendees back year after year while also offering new dynamic events and programs which are designed both 
to entertain and entice new 
attendees. Visit the Co-op booth 
#2301 in the Ag tent.

• Farmfest connects 35,000 
attendees with over 625 local and 
leading companies in the farming 
industry.

• Features highly topical 
educational and political forums 
highlighting topics relevant to the 
issues that face today’s farmers.

• Presents successful field demonstrations which feature the latest technological advancements in the farming industry.

• Offers programs and entertainment for the family.

BENCO Electric Cooperative and other area cooperatives will be at Farmfest, August 7 - 9, 2018. 

Gilfillan Estate • 28269 Highway 67 • Morgan, MN 56266

Visit us along with other 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives, at Farmfest 2018 and

enter for chance to win one of six grill giveaways!

Bring this coupon to Booth #2301

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________________________

PHONE # ___________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

FARMFEST 2018  •  AUGUST 7- AUGUST 9  •  REDWOOD FALLS, MN

You must be a member one of the participating electric cooperatives to be eligible to win.

Join us at Farmfest!
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Trip includes: 
• Two nights hotel stay
• Transportation by motorcoach
• Tour of  Coal Creek Station
• Tour of  Falkirk Mine
• Lunch on tour day
• Two buffet breakfasts at hotel
• Visit the North Dakota Heritage Center

Registration Form - $135 per person for member

Number of  places to reserve:  ___ Members 

Names of  all members: 
1: ____________________________________________________
2: ____________________________________________________
3: ____________________________________________________
4: ____________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________
Account #: _____________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
Phone #:________________ Email: ________________________ 

A confirmation email will be sent when your check and reservation 
are received. Please mail payment (by check) with your reservation to: 
BENCO Electric Cooperative, Attn: Chelsea, PO BOX 8, Mankato, 
MN 56002. Please call Chelsea at 507-387-7963 with any questions. 
Registration must be received no later than Monday, July 23, 2018.

Room Preference: ___ Single (1 bed)   ___ Double (2 beds)

Coal Creek Station Trip Planned for August 22, 23 & 24
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What’s Cookin’: Amish Zucchini Casserole

From the Kitchen of: Judy Pfarr

4 C grated zucchini 1/2 tsp. garlic or onion powder

1 C Buisquick  1 tbsp. parsley flakes

1/3 C mazola oil  4 eggs, beaten

3/4 C grated cheese

Mix all ingredients together. Put into sprayed casserole dish. Bake at 350 degrees for    

40 - 50 minutes. Casserole will be golden brown and bubbly when ready.

What’s Cookin’ in your Kitchen?

You can receive a $20 credit on your electric bill if your recipe gets printed in the newsletter.

Send your favorite recipes to: 

Chelsea, BENCO Electric Cooperative, PO Box 8, Mankato, MN 56002

This newsletter is published monthly by 

BENCO Electric Cooperative, PO BOX 8, 

Mankato, MN 56002-0008.

Office Hours: Mon -Fri - 7:30 am - 4:00 pm

Phone: 387-7963 or 1-888-792-3626

Outages/After Hours: 387-7964 or 
1-888-792-3626

Kathy Gerber - Member Services Manager

Chelsea Germo - Editor

Board of Directors:
Scott Johnson - President - District 9
Gary Stenzel - Vice President - District 7 - GRE Dir
Harlan Lanz - Secretary - District 2, Coop Network Dir
Marilyn Lynch - Treasurer - District 5

Terry Genelin - District 1
Brad Leiding - District 3
John Wells - District 4 - MREA Director
Blake Meshke - District 6

Duane Ehrich - District 8

Dave Sunderman - CEO

John C. (Chuck) Peterson - Attorney

Board Meetings: The last Thursday of each month 
- members are welcome to contact directors with 

items of interest or concerns in advance of the 

meetings.
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